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tions]. . . . The visit of the apostle Marshall1 to Kentucky, excite[s] anxiety. However, we doubt not that his poisons will be effectually counterworked." 2
Jefferson's suspicions were groundless. Marshall did not even sound public opinion on the subject. On his return to Richmond he writes the Secretary of State* who was the most active politician of Adams's Cabinet, and to whom Marshall freely opened his mind on politics, that "a visit to an aged & rever'd Father1" prevented an earlier answer to a letter from Pickering; and, although Marshall has much to say, not one word is written of the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions. He is obsessed with the French question and of the advantage the French "party in America" may secure by the impression that France was not really hostile. "This will enable her [France's] party in America to attack from very advantageous ground the government of the United States/' 3
Now came the public circumstance that made the schism in the Federalist Party an open arid remorseless feud. The President's militant declaration, that he would "never send another minister to France without assurances that he will [would] be received, respected, and honored as the represent-
1  Professor Washington, in his edition of Jefferson's Writings, leaves a blank after "apostle/* Mr. Ford correctly prints Marshall's name as it is written in Jefferson's original manuscript copy of the letter.
2  Jefferson to   Wilson  Gary Nicholas,  Sept.  5,   1799;   Works: Ford, ix, 79-81.
3  Marshall to Pickering, Aug. 25, 1799; Pickering MBS., Mass. Hist. Soe.   Marshall had not yet grasped the deadly significance of Jefferson's States* Eights and Nullification